
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, June 24, 2009 at the Township Building at 7:00PM.  The meeting was duly advertised and 
properly posted.  In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Robert Gearhart Rob McNamee Mark Maria Randy Ebersole Ellie Salahub 
 
Township Officials: 
Robin L. Getz Jim Caldwell Stacey L. Winterstein  
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet 
 
1. Dr. Maria called the meeting to order at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
2. Minutes 
 The minutes of the meeting of May 27, 2009 were brought to the floor for discussion.  Mr. 

McNamee moved for the approval of the minutes of the May 27, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Gearhart 
seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
3. Rettew – Present North Cornwall Township Recreation Plans 

Al Olan from Rettew Associates was in attendance to present recreation plans for both Gloninger 
Woods and Snitz Creek.  They plan to submit Land Development Plans to the Township for these 
projects within a week or so.  The recreation which will be placed on the Gloninger woods parcel 
will be an active park, with the prime feature being a ballfield.  There is also an 80 car parking lot, 
an 8 foot trail and a soccer field, the woods will remain untouched.  There will be a gravel path to 
the Township’s storage area.  Stormwater management was also discussed as well as concrete 
curbing which will be put in at 22nd Street for improvement. 
 
Mr. Gearhart questioned if porous paving will be used.  It was explained it will not because it is 
more expensive to use and will be more expensive to create a stormwater facility.  Ms. Salahub 
questioned the curbing and if consideration was given to the residents on the other side of the 
street.  She was also concerned that the water should be disbursed in a more nature manner 
without using curbing.  Mr. McNamee brought up the issue of the intersection at 22nd and Walnut 
Streets and if there will be pedestrian access connecting to the trail.  Mr. Ebersole inquired if there 
was any preparation to try and straighten the intersection and redirect the traffic now that the 
Township owns that property.  It was looked into and decided the intersection would not function 
any better if that were to happen.  There could possibly be a signal in the future or a round-a-bout.  
Mr. Olan was asked if the Township would do a water retention study and he explained that will 
be part of the submission.  Ms. Salahub inquired about basketball courts and was told they are 
planned for the other side of the street.  Mr. Ebersole asked the purpose of this and was informed 
this is just an informal plan and there should be a formal presentation at the next meeting and a 
request for action at the September meeting.  Mr. Gearhart asked if the interior islands would be 
curbed and was told no. 
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Mr. Olan then presented the plan for the Snitz Creek area.  This park is on 19.77 acres of land next 
to the Lebanon Catholic Homes project.  Most of it is in flood area.  Some filling will need to be 
done, but most of the hard features are out of the flood plain.  There will be pavilions, a trail and 2 
soccer fields but there will not be any major grading changes.  There will be stubs to extend the 
trail after the conservation district establishes the wetlands area.  Mrs. Getz provided some 
information regarding a DCNR grant for the trails and that grant is on a time table.  Mr. Olan 
explained there will be a pavilion at the entrance, seasonal port-a-potties which will have a fence 
around them, a bituminous paved parking lot, a trail and a rainwater garden for stormwater. 
 
Ms. Salahub asked why they don’t just have a gravel parking lot.  It was explained it is harder to 
maintain and it would not help drainage.  Mr. Gearhart inquired if they could put a grassed 
isolation distance or make sure the wheel stops are back far enough so they do not overhang the 
walking path.  Mr. Ebersole inquired about the differences in the flood zones.  Mr. Gearhart 
inquired about perimeter plantings.  Mr. McNamee was concerned about the area being sustained 
with any flooding that happens.  Mr. Olan explained that all they are doing is lining the fields for 
soccer.  Mr. Gearhart inquired if they are elevating the parking lot out of the flood area.  Ms. 
Salahub inquired if the rain garden is adequately sized. 

 
4. B. Hockley – Modification to Approved Fieldcrest Plan 

Mr. Hockley was in attendance to explain the modification.  Originally they specified that pvc 
liner would be used for the swales and the basin.  Since that time, his client has decided they want 
to use a more natural application.  The only difference in the plans is the detail sheet changing the 
pvc to clay, which is more cost effective.  There is no difference in the way it will function if 
installed properly which will be inspected and it does meet the specifications.  Mr. Gearhart 
recommended to substitute the clay for the pvc.  Mr. Ebersole seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
5. Randy Ebersole – Discussion for future project 

Mr. Ebersole would like to buy 20 acres from the Bible Fellowship Church on Mill Road of the 
approximately 50 acres they currently own.  He is interested in putting a house and barn on the 
property.  The property would be accessed from the existing private driveway.  Sewage disposal 
would be an on-lot system and they would have a well for water.  Per Act 537 they will need to 
drill a well to do a hydrogeologic study.  They have brought this plan before the Commission to 
see if there are any concerns before spending a lot of money to go through the process of 
subdividing.  This land could not be re-subdivided.  The Church had originally bought the land in 
case they wanted to expand and would still be able to after selling off this 20 acres if they want to.  
Ms. Salahub was concerned about the property being rezoned. 

 
6. Discussion – Draft Ordianance 

a.  Amendment to Storm water regulations 
 
A skeleton ordinance was provided regarding storm water management controls.  Some of the 
specific items that were discussed were as follows: 
-Reasonable terms for a downstream landowner to grant or deny an easement. 
-Stormwater in a subdivision or land development shall not be discharged into sinkholes as a 
permanent solution.  Ms. Getz stated the hydrologic ordinance should be referenced. 
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-Rational Method to calculate runoff 
-Software to calculate flows 
-Pipe sizes being to PennDOT standards 
-Adding a no invasives clause to the type of vegetation that can be planted 
-Encourage species that are beneficial with natural filtration of storm water runoff 
-Emergency Spillways 
-Planting of certain trees that can hold a lot of water 
-Whether rain gardens have outlets 
-It was asked that any changes that are made be identified. 
 
Dr. Maria then inquired about the status of Ordinance #251.  There was discussion regarding 
plantings and native species.  Mr. Copenhaver from Stonybridge was asked to come speak to the 
Commission regarding these things as well as hybrids.  Soil Conservation was also asked to come 
and speak.  Dr. Maria instructed Mr. Gearhart and Ms. Salahub to obtain specie lists to bring to 
joint meeting for discussion.  Dr. Maria doesn’t want to start over with this Ordinance, he would 
like to get it in a final form to forward to the Board.  Mr. Caldwell then explained that the Board 
felt the document was going in directions it was not intended to go in and stated that he was 
directed by Mr. Heister to stop working on that Ordinance at this time.  Dr. Maria stated he would 
try to get a hold of Mr. Heister to discuss this issue with him. 
 
Mr. Ebersole then stated there was a plan he recently signed that stated it was reviewed by the 
Commission.  He was concerned because he stated the plan he signed was not the plan the 
Commission reviewed.  After it was originally reviewed by the Commission it was sent to the 
Board at which time the Board requested some changes be made.   Therefore, the plan he signed 
was not the same plan that was reviewed and recommended for approval by the Commission.  He 
would like plans that have made changes to come back before the Commission before going to the 
Board. 
 
Holding a joint meeting was briefly discussed, but no date was set. 

 
7. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission will be held July 29, 2009 at 

7:00PM.  Meeting adjourned at 9:27PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rob McNamee 
Secretary 
 
slw 


